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My LosDs, 


Far motives which have induced me to 


trouble your Lordſhips with this Engraving, and the following 


ſtatement, will ſufficiently appear from a view of both. No 


apology, I humbly preſume, can be neceſſary from a Clergy- 


man of the church of England, for reſpectfully ſoliciting the 


attention of his ſuperiors to what he conceives to be the 


intereſt of religion. 


Permit me, my Lords, to inform you, that in the year 


1 771, I was appointed Chaplain to the Eaſt India Company, at 


their Preſidency of Calcutta in Bengal ; and give me leave to 
lay before your Lordſhips, the ſtate of the Engliſh church, 


during a reſidence of above ſixteen years in that country ;— 


in doing this, I ſhall have an opportunity of proving to your 


Lordſhips, that. your particular attention to the - church in 
A2 | India, 
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1 
India, would at this time be productive of the moſt happy 
conſequences, and that theſe cannot be more effectually pro- 
moted, than by the appointment of an eccleſiaſtical dignitary 
to ſuperintend it. by 


The Honourable the Eaſt India Company, in 1 compliance 
with the conditions upon which they received their charter 
from that wiſe and politic prince King William the Third, 
and, deſirous of promoting that eternal welfare of men, which, 
in the midſt of worldly purſuits, ought never to be forgotten, 
cauſed a decent and convenient church to be erected in Calcutta, 
proportioned to the number of Engliſh Proteſtant ſettlers, and 
to the wealth and importance of the place. That building, 


with many others, was deſtroyed during the troubles brought 


on the India Company by Serajah Dowlah in the year 1756. 


Amongſt the many arrangements neceſſarily adopted after the 


recapture of Calcutta, no proviſion was made for rebuilding 


the church. The only place appropriated for the performance 
of divine ſervice from this time, was the porch of the Council 
Houſe in the Old Fort, a place totally 1 improper in reſpect of 


ſituation and decorum, and incapable of accommodating one 


twentieth part of the Proteſtant inhabitants of Calcutta. Here 
the worſhip of God Was ſhamefully interrupted, by people 


within 


t-$-1 


within the fort, and by multitudes on the river, continually 


landing and ſhipping all kinds of merchandize : theſe circum- 
ſtances frequently kept ſome, who were ſeriouſly inclined, 
from coming to public worſhip; and at all times rendered the 
performance of divine ſervice irregular, and void of that ſo— 


lemnity it ever requires. 


This inconvenience continued, for ſeveral years, the ſubject 
of ſincere regret to many, and was the more to be lamented, 
as being in the metropolis of our Eaſtern poſſeſſions, where 
the public treaſury was kept, and the ſupreme tribunals of 
5 juſtice were held, where the Britiſh ſettlers became every day 
more numerous, and where Proteſtant Europeans, as well as 
the ſubjects of almoſt every nation, were conſtantly reſorting : 
in ſhort, my Lords, the commercial intercourſe with Great 
| | Britain was now peculiarly increaſed and flouriſhing ; but, in 
| the attention to worldly purſuits, the intereſts of religion 
ſeemed to decline, and about this period was made the obſer- 
vation of a celebrated political Writer, that in Calcutta there 
were ſpires riſing to every religion but that of the eſtabliſhed 
government of the country.“ 
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India, would at this time be productive of the moſt happy 


conſequences, and that theſe cannot be more effectually pro- 


moted, than by the appointment of an eccleſiaſtical dignitary 
to ſuperintend it. 5 


The Honourable the Eaſt India Company, in compliance 
with the conditions upon which they received their charter 
from that wiſe and politic prince King William the Third, 


and, deſirous of promoting that eternal welfare of men, which, 


in the midſt of worldly purſuits, ought never to be forgotten, 


cauſed a decent and convenient church to be erected i in Calcutta, 


proportioned to the number of Engliſh Proteſtant ſettlers, and 


to the wealth and importance of the place. That building, 
with many others, was deſtroyed during the troubles brought 


on the India Company by Serajah Dowlah in the year 1756. 


Amongſt the many arrangements neceflarily adopted after the 


recapture of Calcutta, no proviſion was made for rebuilding 
the church. The only place appropriated for the performance 


of divine ſervice from this time, was the porch of the Council 


Houſe in the Old Fort, a place totally improper in reſpect of 
ſituation and decorum, and incapable of accommodating one 
twentieth part of the Proteſtant inhabitants of Calcutta. Here 


the worſhip of God Was dee interrupted, by people 
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within the fort, and by multitudes on the river, continually 
landing and ſhipping all kinds of merchandize : theſe circum- 
ſtances frequently kept tome, who were ſeriouſly inclined, 
from coming to public worſhip; and at all times rendered the 
performance of divine ſervice irregular, and void of that ſo— | 


lemnity it ever requires. 


This inconvenience continued, for ſeveral years, the ſubject 
of ſincere regret to many, and was the more to be lamented, 
as being in the metropolis of our Eaſtern poſſeſſions, where 
the public treaſury was kept, and the ſupreme tribunals of 
juſtice were held, where the Britiſh ſettlers became every day 
more numerous, and where Proteſtant Europeans, as well as 
the ſubjects of almoſt every nation, were conſtantly reſorting : 
in ſhort, my Lords, the commercial intercourſe with Great 
f Britain was now peculiarly increaſed and flouriſhing; but, in 
f the attention to worldly purſuits, the intereſts of religion 
ſeemed to decline, and about this period was made the obſer- 
vation of a celebrated political Writer, « that in Calcutta there 
were ſpires riſing to every religion but that of the eſtabliſhed 
government of the country.” 
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Such was the ſituation of the church on my arrival at Bengal 
in the year 1772, and I had the misfortune to find, that Chap- 
lains were appointed to exerciſe the miniſterial function where 


there was no place proper for its performance. 


No means were left untried on my part to remedy this 


defect. An application was made to the Supreme Council fas 


may be ſeen by reference to their minutes), which was tranſ- 


mitted to the Honourable Court of Directors in March 1 776, 


that very reſpectable body immediately ordered a plan and 


eſtimate of the expenſe of erecting a church, to be ſent home 


for their inſpection, and final determination. But not long 


after this, and before any further ſteps were taken reſpecting 


the building a church, the great increaſe of the Bengal eſta- 


bliſhment,—the enormous expenditure of completing forts, and 


places of defence, — the very great drain of ſpecie, occaſioned 
by the extraordinary exertions of the late Governor-General, 
Mr. Haſtings, in annually making large remittances to the 
India Company,—and, in addition to all theſe circumſtances, 


the breaking out of a war, in which our different and diſtant 


1 poſſeſſions 1 in the Eaſt Indies were attacked nearly at the ſame. 


time, left me no hope of ſeeing a church erected at the expenſe 
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of the Company: diſappointed in this quarter, and anxious for 
the completion of an obje& of ſuch importance, I determined 
on trying how far it might be effected by a public Subſcription. 
The ſucceſs anſwered my warmeſt expectations, and the plan 


formed for carrying this ſcheme into execution was generally 


approved, and liberally promoted, 


Mr. Haſtings, then Governor-General, a&ed on this occaſion, 
as on every other, with a promptitude and generoſity, which 
did honour to his ſtation, and to his character; as did likewiſe 
Sir Robert Chambers, to whom, a conſiderable time before, ; 
had communicated my wiſhes reſpecting a place of worſhip : 


Lord Cornwallis alſo, who brought over the Act of Conſecration, 


perſonally attended at the ceremony—ſubſcribed moſt liberally 
to the building—and ſtill more effectually promoted the cauſe 


of religion, by the amiable example he gave in attending upon 
all its moſt ſacred duties. 


The members of the Supreme Council,—the officers of 


government, both civil and military, —the officers of the Su- 


preme Court of Judicature, the private inhabitants of Cal- 


cutta,— Europeans in general, — and alſo ſome reſpectable 


Hindoos, contributed handſomely to the deſign. 


By 


By ſuch exertions an edifice was erected, which does credit 
to the liberality of the Subſcribers, to the dignity of our coun- 


try, and to the very high — we owe to the Chriſtian 
inſtitution. 


I have the honour of tranſinitting, with this addreſs, an 


elevation of the building. 


Having, in the diſcharge of my duty, Sede in building 


a place of Chriſtian worſhip, by a public Subſcription, in a 


land practiſing the groſſeſt idolatry, and in the fight of heathens, 
ſome of whom have frequently expreſſed a deſire of being better 
_ acquainted with our religious principles, your Lordſhips, I am 


convinced, will approve my ſtrong deſire of ſeeing our religious 


eſtabliſhment in that part of the world completed by the ap- 


pointment of an ordinary, or ſome eccleſiaſtical dignitary. 


It has been the uniform policy of all nations to conſult, with 
more than common attention and ſolicitude, the proſperity of 
the religion eſtabliſhed under their reſpective governments. 


And it is univerſally obſerved, that not only the reverence in 


which it is held, but the ſalutary effects produced by its influ- 


ence, both on the lives of individuals and the order of ſociety 


at 
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at large, bear an obvious proportion to the dignity annexed to 
the prieſthood. 


Such is the zeal of the Catholics for the advancement of 
their religion, that almoſt the firſt act of ſettlement is, to build 


a church; and ſuch is the ſound policy of their ſovereigns, that 


the firſt attention of government is to make ample DO for 
the reſidence of Oe. 


No nation in this reſpeRt deſerves more praiſe than Spain. 


For the ſervice of their colonies they have eſtabliſhed ſeven 
Archbiſhopricks, a and en, Biſhopricks, with ſuitable ap- 
Peintments. 


And ſo ſenſible are the Roman Catholics ſettled in Bengal of 
the importance of this object, that they have conſtantly there 
about twenty miſſionaries, Who, by their zeal and vigilance, have 
found means to ere& ſuitable places for public worſhip at 


Calcutta, at Dacca, at Patna, and many other places. A 


Biſhop alſo from Goa, the principal ſettlement of the Portu- 
gueſe on the Malabar coaſt, frequently viſits Calcutta, and 
reſides there at different periods, as occaſion may require. 
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With reſpe& to out own country, the attention of the legifſas 


ture to the proper government of our Indian territories, has 
been lately evinced by many ſalutary ſtatutes. 


Our countrymen, and the natives of Bengal, are equally in- 
debted to them for many wiſe regulations; and we may ven- 
ture to fay, that as far as it is in the power of human prudence, 
every meaſure has been adopted, and not without fucceſs, for 
the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the three extenſive 


provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa. 


The welfare of the church alone ſeems to have eſcaped the 
conſideration of Parliament. Perhaps they were not apprized 


of the numbers in Bengal and its dependencies, profeſling the 


Proteſtant religion, or they imagined that the Chaplains in the 


Company's ſervice were fully adequate to the charge. Far be 


it from me to inſinuate any thing diſparaging to the zeal, and 
good conduct of my fellow-labourers in that extenſive, and too 
long neglected vineyard. Your Lordſhips, however, are not to 


be told, what exertions of the miniſterial function are requiſite to 


exonerate the Chriſtian religion from the exceptions to which 


it is expoſed among the Pagans and Mahometans, and in a 


place ſo remote from its legal eſtabliſhment. But ſuch are the 
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limited powers of an inferior Clergy, that a reſident Biſhop 


ſeems to me the only inſtitution competent to the accompliſhment 


of ſo deſirable an end. The political intereſts of the community, 
as well as thoſe of morality and religion, require the aſſiſtance 
of eccleſiaſtical ſubordination and authority. It is not in 


an Eaſtern climate, and at ſuch an immenſe diſtance from 
the influence of ſuperior example, that the human paſſions can 


be expected more tame and regular than in any other part of the 


world. Some check or control of a public nature will always 


be found neceſſary for preſerving a general purity of manners, 


eſpecially where the clergy live in habits of familiar intercourſe 


with the laity, may perhaps be too young, too volatile, or too 


open hearted, to be always equally on their guard againſt impru- 


dence ; have too little experience to know the value, utility, or 


neceſſity of a ſcrupulous decorum; or are too good-natured and 


complaiſant to aſſume a conduct, which, in mixed companies, or 
faſhionable parties, may be conſtrued. into ſtarchneſs or ſingu- 
larity. Nor ought we to expect a ſuperiority from men in any 


| ſituation, to the infirmities of our common nature. The inſti- 


tution of a Biſhop f in India would therefore be {till more advan 
tageous to the clergy, individually, than even to the community 


at large; as it is the only expedient that can effectually prevent 


their Jelng tempted above what they are able to bear. 


B 2 3 But 


Gi 558 a a” ˖ 6 AE RT 8 n * * * 


5 3 . 2 — 
3 7 % : 
* „„ „ — — 
— * 


4 49 * ou = Yo WY 
pon n EET WOE cd i a , n 
4 + — * 7 * > Aer : N * a 9 50 
——— err r r DG aL 1 7 2 : CFD OSS 2 2 ; \ 
* Ne A — 5 . : 2 * Ne WE f PR J A 
2 r 2 ns * . Ro n A e 1 2 8 1 ** 1 9 — 
3 F nee * b ' feet FI ry ee 9 nd eng > . 
Da n 2 5 1 2 j a 5 2 2 Y 5 X . — TE = we” * : — . <A A" 
. 6— abend. Iv — e eee ee —— . i 


is Ss po 


bor 
— a 


MATS 
2 
— 


F - * 
N 
R 
; 


-. * x 
F 
. 
pou Se > 


75 2 
n 
. 


LES 

But the argument for epiſcopal inſtitution in India will re- 
ceive ſtill further ſtrength from the conſideration of what has 
lately paſſed in America. An application in 1787 was made, 
from the clerical and lay deputies of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in ſome of the United States of America, to the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of England, requeſting the 
_ epiſcopal character might be conferred on certain individuals of 
their own election, and recommendation; an Act of Parliament 
was obtained for that purpoſe, and two perſons were conſecrated, 
the one Biſhop of Pennſylvania, and the other of New York; 
And it is well known, that many Members of both Houſes of 
Parliament, of diſtinguiſhed abilities, and great political diſcern- 

ment, held an opinion, that to the want of reſident Biſhops, as 
propoſed long ago by a worthy Prelate, may in ſome meaſure be 
attributed the ſeparation of the Colonies from the Kingdom. 


The want of a Reſident Biſhop in India cannot be known, or 
even conceived, except by thoſe who have acted there in a 
clerical capacity without one; to ſuch the various ends to be 
anſwered by an inſtitution thus uſeful, will be as obvious as.they 
are urgent, | - = 
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Permit me to aſſure your Lordſhips, that from a reſidence in 


India of more than ſixteen years, from the beſt information ob- 


tained on the ſpot, and from many opportunities of inquiring 
into facts, I am fully perſuaded there is not a ſingle argument 
to juſtify the experiment in one caſe, which does not apply with 
equal force in the other. And I can ſee no good reaſon why 


that which has been conferred as a bleſſing to the Weſtern he- 
miſphere ſhould not alſo be extended to the Eaſtern, Our holy 


religion doubtleſs requires all the importance and efficiency con- 


ferred upon it by a conſtitution of government, to which, in its 


turn, it has certainly imparted no common degree of ſtability and 


| perfection. 


The maintenance of a pure and ſpiritual religion, the reſi- 
dence of a Biſhop among all the native ſubjects of Great Britain, 
at ſuch a diſtance from their own country, and the mother- 


church ſurrounded as they are by enemies of all deſcriptions— 


intermixed with people of all perſuaſions—and habituated 


to the daily ſight of idolatrous, and other profane uſages 


and cuſtoms, could not fail to produce the happieſt conſe 


quences. 


1 


14 ] 

It would operate as the common bond of union among them- 
ſelves, and by its purifying, reſtraining, and elevating influence, 
would render them at the ſame time amiable in the ſight of 
thoſe nations among whom they dwell. It would attract the 
attention of Catholics, and have the moſt ſalutary influence in 
delivering them from the deſtructive religion in which they 
have been educated. 


Inſtances have been found of many Catholics reſiding in Cal- 
-cutta, who have become good and pious members of the religion 
of the Church of England. And here it may not be amiſs to in- 
form your Lordſhips, that a merchant of a moſt reſpectable cha- 
| racer, formerly of the Romiſh Church, together with a numer- 
ous family, lately expreſſed a deſire, and to my knowledge took | 
ſome ſteps for leaving Bengal in the year 1783, to have reſided 
in a Proteſtant country; forſaking his occupations, and leaving 
his connexions and property in India, for no other reaſon, but 
that of enjoying our religious eſtabliſhment, in a more full and 

complete manner, than he thought he could do in Bengal. Were 
at neceſſary, 1 could adduce proofs of this circumſtance, and 
Nate a variety of others, to point out the neceſſity and propriety 
of the obje& of this addreſs, which I will now finiſh with 


adding, 


*. 1 
adding, that, under the hands of Providence, our holy religion 
would thus be moſt effectually ſpread amidſt infinite numbers, 


in thoſe far diſtant countries, who are now in the groſſeſt ig- 
norance, untaught, and unaſſiſted in diſcovering any of thoſe 


revealed truths on which their eternal welfare depends. 


A ſenſe of duty, joined to the ſincereſt deſire of having our 
India clergy placed on a more reſpectable footing in that coun- 
try, has induced me to lay theſe conſiderations, with much de- 
ference, before your Lordſhips. That the motives of this appli- 
cation are perfectly diſintereſted, is a declaration which, your 
Lordſhips may be of opinion, I owe to myſelf. Give me leave, 
therefore, to diſclaim, in the moſt unequivocal terms, every idea | 
of procuring for myſelf the dignity which I am thus ſolicitous 
may be annexed to the Church of Calcutta, 


The appointment, I conceive, is of ſuch importance, not only 
to the comfort and convenience of our Proteſtant brethren in 
India, but eſpecially to the uniformity and reſpectability of our 
religious eſtabliſhment both at home and abroad, that it would ill 
become me to doubt, for a moment, your Lordſhips attention to 
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Moſt reſpectfully, 
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My Lords, 


Your Lordſhips moſt dutiful, 
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WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
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And very obedient Servant, 
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Great Ruſſel-ſtreet, Bloomſbury. 
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